THE    LAST    DAYS    OF    MADRID

towards Ciudad Lineal. The first had some hours of hard
fighting and some really difficult moments. It was
surrounded by the enemy, who in a strong counter-attack
reached its artillery positions. All the same, and thanks to
their heroism, that evening the Plazas of Manuel Becerra
and Independencia fell into our hands. The second
column, helped by aeroplanes and artillery, made the
Headquarters of the 2nd Army Corps surrender. That
afternoon the first column attacked the Ministerios
building, and after some hours of fighting during which
artillery was used against the rebels, it surrendered.

The attitude of the civil population of Madrid towards
these forces, is worth noticing. Whilst the Communists
held the central positions of the City, the streets were
completely deserted. Nobody dared to come out of his
house, or even go out on his balcony. The moment the
troops who were loyal to the National Council of Defence
entered the city, the women gathered to cheer the
soldiers and even gave them what small supplies they had,
taking them coffee, biscuits, etc. Once more during the
fighting the heroism of the Madrid people was seen.
Witnesses who were present have told me of most stirring
scenes that took place. For example, whilst the fightiag^
was going on against the Ministerios Building, the people,
most of them women and children, came and stood round
the guns while they were actually being fired. There was
one time when our men had to cease fire for fear of
hurting people, in spite of the fact that the enemy strongly
attacked our artillery with trench mortars. Five hundred
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